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Lesson 1 - Know God

In this series we will study the character of God, zeroing in on several
of His key attributes. But before we begin studying the attributes
themselves, we will get a big picture look of why knowing God matters
so much, and how we should go about studying who God is.
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The Importance of Knowing God

Some think a study of God’s attributes is only important for
theologians, but theology is the study of God, and God wants all
believers to know Him and to get to know Him better.

Man’s Greatest Is Knowing God
The greatest tragedy in life is not failure. The greatest tragedy is
succeeding at something that doesn’t ultimately matter. The most
important accomplishment for any person is knowing God (Jeremiah
9:23-24).

God’s Greatest Is for Man to Know Him
Many people think that if they do good things for God, God will be
happy with them. Israel used to think this way too, but God warned
them in Hosea 6:6 that sacrifices and offerings were not enough. God
wants more than for us to just simply do “good things;” He wants us
to truly know Him.
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There is a difference between knowing about God and knowing God.
A true knowledge of God goes beyond facts and memorized verses. A
true knowledge of God is a personal knowledge of God and can only
come to us as the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to God’s truth.
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The Bible Warns against Right Doctrine and
Saying the right thing can be easy, but it can also mask a heart that is
far away from God. In Isaiah 29:13, God calls out His people for this
very behavior. Israel said all the right things, but their hearts were
removed far away from God. As believers we need to watch out,

because this same critical fault can be true of us.

The Bible Warns against Right Doctrine with
Studying God is incredibly important, but it is also dangerous. Every
time we study God’s Word, we run the risk of filling our heads with
knowledge while our hearts remain unmoved. Knowledge about God
simply for the sake of knowing will lead to spiritual apathy, and
eventually to apostacy (1 Corinthians 8:1).
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So what happens when we come to know and love God better? As we
grow in knowledge, specifically a personal, loving knowledge of God,
we will see at least two major differences in our loves: we will have
hope and we will become holy.

A Personal Knowledge of God Will Give Us
In Isaiah 40:9-11 the charge goes to a city crier to stand on top of a
mountain and cry out to the nation: “Behold your God!” After the
devastation coming to Judah, God was going to come and rescue
them. Those who are discouraged and beaten down in life will find
themselves strengthened by a fresh vision of God.

A Personal Knowledge of God Will Make Us
Knowing who God is will make a deep impact on us. When we see God
as He is, it will change who we are. We see this with Isaiah, who saw
God and felt convicted over His uncleanness (Isaiah 6:1-5). Learning
more about our great God should increase our devotion to God, our
commitment to God, and ultimately our obedience to God.
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